
resently, soap bars by the 

millions are produced each and 

every day by global corporations 

and local artisan boutiques who 

quickly usher them to markets and 

health & beauty outlets for immediate 

sale. 

Furthermore, soap making also played 

a key role economically in American 

history with the early settlers. 

However, the men and women of the 

18th century were void of most luxury 

and, for that matter, any 

commercially-made soap products. Nor 

were they privileged to the 

kaleidoscope of fragrances, colors, and 

oils available to soap makers today. 

Yet, they instinctively embraced the 

general concepts and ingredients of 

soap making by combining oil, water, 

and lye. 

The pioneers created lye from wood 

ashes through a method called leaching. 

Water was poured over wood ashes 

creating a lye-heavy, brown liquid that 

was collected into containers. Oddly 

and scientifically, if you will, a fresh 

egg dunked into the lye provided an 

adequate litmus test for solution 

strength. If the egg floated, the lye was 

ready! Today, lye (sodium hydroxide) is 

manufactured in huge  

factories by combining soda (sodium 

carbonate) and lime hydrate (calcium 

hydroxide). 

As for the fat, butchering proved to be 

a staple task for early settlers in the 

fall in preparation for the long winter 

months when food was scarce. Animal 

fat (lard or tallow) was saved, 

collected, and simmered over a cast 

iron cooking kettle while water was 

added constantly to the hot oils. After 

the oils cooled, the clean white tallow 

was scooped off the top for soap 

making. 

Lastly, the soap maker combined the 

purified tallow, water, and lye into a 

hot kettle, creating soap. This precious 

commodity was stored in wooden 

barrels and used for bathing, laundry, 

and household cleaning projects 

throughout the year. At present, soap 

makers still render fat for soap making 

and many buy tallow from local 

suppliers, or create high-end soaps from 

oils such as olive, cocoa and shea 

butters. 

As you can see, the concepts of soap 

making: lye, water, and rendering fat 

are timeless and have changed very 

little even with grand leaps in 

technology. 

ext we find the Biblical 

reference to soap making in 

Numbers, Chapter 19 (with an 

ingredient comparison used by early 

settlers and modern soap makers and 

its spiritual relevance): 

And one shall burn the heifer in his 

sight; her skin, and her flesh, and her 

blood, with her dung, shall he burn: 

And the priest shall take cedar wood, 

and hyssop, and scarlet, and cast it 

into the midst of the burning of the 

heifer. And a man that is clean shall 

gather up the ashes of the heifer, and 

lay them up without the camp in a 

clean place, and it shall be kept for the 

congregation of the children of Israel 

for a water of separation: it is a 

purification for sin. And for an 

unclean person they shall take of the 

ashes of the burnt heifer of purification 

for sin, and running water shall be put 

thereto in a vessel: But the man that 

shall be unclean, and shall not purify 

himself, that soul shall be cut off from 

among the congregation, because he 

hath defiled the sanctuary of the 

LORD: the water of separation hath 

not been sprinkled upon him; he is 

unclean. 
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As you can see, these verses contain all 

three components of soap making:  beef 

fat (tallow), ashes (potash or lye), and 

water. However, one might ask: What 

is its significance and why soap? Well, 

it unites the physical realm (soap) with 

the spiritual realm; in that, soap 

cleanses and nourishes our skin and 

Jesus Christ purifies and cleanses the 

souls of men and women. 

Thus, the heifer illustrated in these 

verses was spotless as the Lord Jesus, 

perfect and without sin. The heifer’s 

blood was shed before the people just as 

Jesus’ blood was shed for the atonement 

of sin. Moreover, the cedar wood, 

hyssop, and scarlet, two of which have 

antiseptic and cleansing power and, 

the other, scarlet signifies the 

abundance and adequacy of the 

atoning blood shed at the Cross of 

Calvary. And, lastly, an individual 

bathes in this cleansing agent; 

symbolic, once again, to the blood of 

Christ which covers and washes away 

(never to be remembered) all sin: past, 

present, and future. What a wonderful 

truth; in that, this world has a God who 

has the power to save every man, 

woman, and child from the clutches of 

sin and the Lake of Fire when he or she 

accepts Him as the true and living 

Savoir! 

nquestionably, the love of Christ 

is hard to fathom—we would all 

agree. How such a wonderful 

and sinless Being, Prophet, Prince, and 

Heavenly King took such a liking to 

mankind? Why He left Gloryland, in all 

of its splendor: a place where there is 

no sickness, no disease, no hunger, no 

death, no murder, no sorrow, no hate, 

no worry and no war, and came to this 

sin-filled world to die for us! 

Even so, and sadly enough, many 

people still reject Him as the true 

Savoir because of pride, earthly 

pleasures, wealth, greed, worldly 

religions, fame, and unbelief (denying 

He is the true Messiah, the pinnacle of 

God’s favor toward us, the Redeemer). 

Thankfully, though, Jesus Christ still 

lends an ear to those who cry from the 

deepest jungles, busy subways and 

byways, hospital beds, great cities and 

small towns to those who seek eternal 

life through the scarlet thread (woven 

throughout the Word of God), His shed 

blood. Seek ye the LORD while he may 

be found, call ye upon him while he is 

near: Amen!   By KAL 
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